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What	is	a	Dental	Therapist	

	An	oral	health	prac22oner	who	works	under	
the	supervision	of	a	licensed	den2st.		A	
member	of	the	health	care	team	who	is	
educated	to	provide	evalua2ve,		
	preven2ve,	restora2ve,	and		
	minor	surgical	dental	care		
	within	their	scope	of	prac2ce.	



What	is	a	Dental	Therapist	

•  DTs	engage	in	oral	health	preven2on	and	
promo2onal	ac2vi2es	including:	
–  	mo2va2onal	interviewing	
–  	oral	health	educa2on	
–  	oral	screenings	
–  	caries	risk	assessment	
–  	referrals.	

•  DTs	engage	pa2ents	in	community-based,	
alterna2ve	prac2ce	seAngs	



The	Value	of	Dental	Therapists	

•  Complementary	to	den2sts	
•  Extends	reach	of	dental	prac2ces		
•  Similar	to	physician’s	assistants	
				in	medicine	
•  Increases	economic	viability	for	
dental	prac2ces	trea2ng	
underserved	pa2ents	

•  Team-based	care	allows	den2sts	to	
focus	on	more	complex	procedures	



Countries educating  
dental therapists 



Dental	Therapy	in	the	U.S.	
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MN	-	DT	Employment	

•  63	Licensed	Dental	Therapists		
–  	As	of	August	2016	

•  95%	of	DTs	seeking	employment	are	
employed	

•  All	are	in	seAngs	that	serve	low-income,	
	uninsured	and	underserved	popula2ons;	
or	dental	professional	shortage	area	



Dental	Therapy	
Employment	Sites		

by	County	
	

	

Metro	Area 	–	52%	
Greater	MN	 	–	48%	
	

		
	

								
* As of August 2016 



MN	-	DT	Employment	SeAngs	

Private	PracIce	
47%	

Non-Profit	Clinic	
23%	

FQHC	
11%	

Large	Group	
Clinic	
9%	

EducaIonal	
InsItuIon	

7%	

Hospital	
3%	

* As of August 2016 



•  Decreased	travel	and	wait	2mes	
	

•  Clinics	saw	more	new	
underserved	and	Medicaid	
pa2ents	

•  Increased	dental	team	
produc2vity	

•  Reduced	clinic	opera2ng	costs	
•  No	complaints	or	concerns	
about	quality	or	safety	

•  DTs	working	in	a	variety	of	
treatment	seAngs	
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Impact	and	Effec2veness	
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